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Tracking Up, the newsletter of the South Carolina Dressage 
& Combined Training Assn. (SCDCTA), is published 
periodically throughout the year. Tracking Up is delivered 
electronically to SCDCTA members; subscription is by 
membership only. 

Articles and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of the SCDCTA officers, board members, or the editor. 
All items submitted for publication are subject to editing or 
omission at the sole discretion of the editor. SCDCTA holds 
the copyright to every newsletter edition, including for the 
SCDCTA logo. 

Contact the editor directly (editor@scdcta.com) for issue-
specific deadlines for submissions. 

Advertising Rates 
(prices are per issue, except where noted) 

Full page (7”x 10”): $40 members; $50 non-members 
Half page (7”x 5”):  $30 members; $40 non-members 
Quarter page (4”x 4”): $20 members; $30 non-members 
Business card: $10 members; $20 non-members 
Classified ad*: $10 non-members. 

*All SCDCTA members get one free classified ad per issue. 
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ON THE COVER: SCDCTA juniors (l-r) Kiara 
Lutzen, Georgia Dempsey, and Grace Reagan pose 
during a break at last year’s clinic with Pan-Am 
Team member Endel Ots. The SCDCTA junior clinic 
program was named the best creative GMO 
program for 2019 by the USDF (see story, Page 4). 
Photo courtesy of Kathryn Butt. 
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Education 

SESSION B OF USDF ‘L’ PROGRAM SET FOR JANUARY; 
NEXT SESSION SCHEDULED TO OCCUR IN MAY
 

 
Attendees pay attention during Session A of the ‘L’ program held 
in November 2019 in Aiken. Photo courtesy of Christie Henson, 
shared in SCDCTA’s Facebook group. 

 
SCDCTA is proudly hosting the USDF L Continu-
ing Education Program for those aspiring to be 
dressage judges. Session B (Judging Criteria for 
Gaits and Paces) will be held Jan. 18-19 in Aiken. 
 
Jayne Ayers, an S judge from Wisconsin, will be 
the instructor for this session.  The classroom 
session will be held 8am-5pm on Saturday, Jan. 
18 at Aiken Technical College, 2276 Jefferson 
Davis Hwy., Aiken, SC. 
 
The following day, Sunday, Jan. 19, will feature 
the mounted session, held 8am-5pm at Breezy 
Hill Farm South, 263 Boyd Pond Road, Beech 
Island, SC. Lunch is included both days. 
 
Auditor space is available for $50/day (SCDCTA 
members pay $75 for both days), so join us for 
this exceptional opportunity! Auditors will learn 
more about horse and rider biomechanics, as 
well as what judges are looking for, and will come 
away with a clearer understanding of what those 

comments on dressage tests really mean. Audit-
ing fees must be received two weeks before the 
session begins, so get yours in today!   
 
Demo riders also are needed for this and future 
sessions. Riders need to be able to demonstrate 
test movements and/or ride full tests at Train-
ing, First, or Second Level. Participation as a 
demo rider counts for SCDCTA volunteer hours. 
Demo riders also get lunch and a gift, plus great 
feedback from the experienced judges acting as 
L program instructors. 
 
Session C of the program (Collective Marks and 
Rider Biomechanics) will be held May 9-10, 
2020. Kathy Rowse will be the instructor for this 
session.  
 
Visit www.scdcta.com for details and to register. 
Registration forms may be emailed to Justine 
Wilson, vicepresident@scdcta.com or mailed to 
the address below. Participants may pay via 
PayPal (president@scdcta.com); a $26.40 office 
fee will be applied for processing. Those wanting 
to pay by check should send payment and a 
completed application to:  

SCDCTA c/o Justine Wilson 
263 Boyd Pond Rd. 

Beech Island, SC 29842 
 
Contact organizer Alison Head, (540) 729-4847 
or lookingglassfarm@mac.com, for more 
information. To learn more about the USDF L 
program, visit www.usdf.org/education/judge-
training/lprogram/.

 
 
 

SCDCTA Wants to Hear from You! 

Want to see more news and photos from your fellow members? So does Tracking Up! We love to share your 
accomplishments, everyday activities, and cute photos. 

We’d also love articles on your training or competition experiences, reviews of books, videos or products, or even just sharing 
a bit about your favorite horses. Send questions, ideas, completed articles (in MS Word), photos (jpeg) to editor@scdcta.com. 
If sharing a professional photo, please make sure you have provided photographer credit. 

You can also share news and photos via the SCDCTA Facebook group! To make sure the editor is aware of your posts, please 
tag “Lisa Tilley Hinkle” in anything you’d like to see in the newsletter 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scdcta.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR03slT3K4kXTDObVvWW-cn9sBXE3LwsmwaHxwQnM2TJUsFd-Vlx-suMbD0&h=AT2WP6QNVrLY9OaTQBPTTnMvn20PKYxnsYFRkntmguf34Ae0nyzKFZwHduwHrOdyyQf9jZHvru2YkhC4ZMIWNfniOFZm1Y-S5SPP5WW6kEX8vChgVm4OorlN9KKMqie-RYteCQF9tFvz-jRgmMYZADnU1atG
mailto:editor@scdcta.com
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SCDCTA News 

SCDCTA JUNIOR DRESSAGE CLINIC PROGRAM 
WINS USDF “CREATIVE PROGRAM” AWARD 
 
SCDCTA is proud to announce that its free junior 
dressage clinic program has won a newly 
established USDF award, that for the best 
Creative GMO-Sponsored program.  
 
The USDF weighed submitted programs based 
on three categories: innovation, service to 
membership, and promotional value to the 
GMO. One judge, Anne Sushko, awarded the 
SCDCTA junior program a perfect score of 60 out 
of 60 possible points; the second judge, Diane 
Holston, gave the program a score of 55. 
 
Under this program, SCDCTA junior riders 
fundraise and solicit sponsors to provide an 
annual free clinic with a well-known dressage 
trainer for junior riders. The three-day clinic 
includes two lessons, stabling, meals, 
educational lectures and fun swag for 
participants. The cost for the clinic—paid for 
entirely from the efforts of the SCDCTA junior 
members—generally runs about $4,000-6,000. 
Among the kids’ usual fundraising efforts are 
bake sales, lemonade stands, and raffles in 
conjunction with SCDCTA’s recognized shows. 
They also sell custom-embroidered vests and 
coolers, supported by a longstanding relation-
ship with SC Embroidery and in 2019, sold 
holiday cards. 
 
Former junior coordinator Jill Allard created 
this novel program several years ago; Kathryn 
Butt, the current junior coordinator, has con-
tinued to run it and help the participating kids 
with fundraising ideas and execution. 
 
Riders are selected based on completion of eight 
volunteer hours with SCDCTA events and 
applications that must be completed and 
submitted to SCDCTA's junior coordinator by a 
date set well in advance of the clinic. SCDCTA 
We have never turned away a rider with a 
complete, on-time application that has fulfilled 
all volunteer hours!  

“We feel that it is important for the kids to learn 
to give back to the sport, and it helps them make 
friends and connections while appreciating show 
volunteers,” Butt explained. “The application 
process is implemented to receive a head count 
on who is attending and to give the children 
practice at applications. Whether they go on to 
apply for colleges or The Dressage Foundation 
grants, the application process is an important 
one that we at SCDCTA wish to foster.” 
 
The 2019 clinic, with Pan American Team 
member Endel Ots, was held at the Camden 
Equestrian Center. Previous clinicians have 
included Mary-Cameron Rollins, Scott Peterson 
and Jodie Kelly. 
 
The clinics begin with a meet-and-greet pizza 
party on Friday evening. Breakfast and lunch are 
served on Saturday and Sunday, and Saturday 
evening is capped off with a barbecue affair. 
Meals during the clinics often are sponsored by 
the parents of some of the participating juniors. 
Lessons take place on Saturday and Sunday, 
along with scheduled educational lectures by 
equine professionals like veterinarians, farriers, 
and nutritionists. 
 
The kids are expected to watch one another’s 
rides with a notebook in hand to write down 
exercises, advice, and any questions they may 
have for the clinician during breaks. Cell phones 
must be silenced and left on the rail. 
 
“Clinicians like these provide real-life advice 
covering not only riding and training tips, but 
suggestions for navigating the rest of a dressage 
rider’s life,” said Wendy Robinson—a parent of 
an active junior and long-time SCDCTA member 
and volunteer herself—in a letter to the USDF 
about the program. “As the event has grown, it 
has provided tangible benefits to many SCDCTA 
young riders. Several participants have qualified 
and competed on a regional and national level 
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including Region 3, and Region 1 Champion-
ships, as well as national competitions such as 
The US Dressage Festival of Champions at 
Lamplight.” 
 
“As a junior, I receive constant support from an 
incredible equestrian community and access to 
tools that prepare me for my equestrian career,” 
agreed junior Jessica Gregory in a letter to the 
USDF supporting nomination of the clinic 
program for the award. “Attending the yearly 
clinic, is an educational experience that I look 
forward to every year. The friendships built with 
my fellow juniors will last long into my future 
and I am grateful for the welcoming community 
everyone creates.” 
  
In addition to the great educational opportunity, 
participating riders get bags of fun swag, in-
cluding sponsored items like Nickerdoodle horse 

treats, Vetrolin liniment, and gift cards to local 
SC tack shops. Part of the annual budget goes to 
one big swag item for the riders; in 2019, the kids 
raised enough money to give directors' chairs to 
the riders. Past years have featured collared 
shirts and saddle pads with the SCDCTA logo.  
 
A thank-you note station is set up for the entire 
clinic, and participating riders are required to 
write at least two notes thanking sponsors, 
parents, or the clinician before the weekend is 
over. 
 
To further benefit all SC dressage riders, 
auditors of all ages are welcome at the junior 
clinics. Juniors may audit for free; adults who 
are not parents or guardians of participating 
junior riders are asked to make a donation of 
their choice to the fund for the following year’s 
clinic.  

 
 

  

Photos from 2019 SCDCTA 
free junior dressage clinic 
with Endel Ots, all courtesy 
of Kathryn Butt. 
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Schooling Shows 

HOLIDAY SCHOOLING SHOW HELD IN CAMDEN; 
SCHOOLING SHOW CHAMPIONSHIP IN THE WORKS 
 
SCDCTA recently held its inaugural holiday 
schooling show, graciously hosted by Pine Tree 
Stables (Camden). Both combined tests and 
straight dressage classes were included; the 
show featured special ribbons for the lowest-
scoring CT rider and highest-scoring dressage 
rider, as well as division awards with prizes from 
The Tack Room (Camden). 
 
Lauren Rosati, aboard Charging Bull, took home 
the CT low score ribbon for a score of 25.6 at the 
Amoeba level; the dressage high score ribbon 
went to Mary Bontreger and Wedekind for their 
score of 73.857% at First Level. Division winners 
at the show were: 

• Amoeba: Lauren Rosati—Charging Bull, 
25.6 

• Tadpole: Brianna Taylor—Radscha, 34.7 

• Beginner Novice: Lisa Dickson—
Serendipity, 27.0 

• Intro: Tara Dietrick—King Foxy Boy, 
68,125% 

• Training: Jan Taylor—Gynmagic Merlin, 
68.846% 
 

• First: Mary Bontreger—Wedekind, 
73.857% 

• Second/Third: Mary Bontreger—
Wedekind, 71.000% 

 
Pine Tree Stables plans to host more SCDCTA 
schooling shows in 2020; members are 
encouraged to come out for a relaxed showing 
experience with friends! 
 
Schooling Championships! 
 
SCDCTA is also developing a schooling show 
championship to occur in the fall of this year. 
The championship show will offer special 
ribbons, great prizes and a beautiful facility in 
which riders can show off the hard work they put 
in all year. 
 
To qualify for championship classes, horse/rider 
pairs must meet all requirements for year-end 
award qualifications, including rider member-
ship and horse registration status, and volunteer 
requirements. 

 
  

Clockwise from top left: 
Brianna Taylor and 
Radscha; Mary Bontreger 
and Wedekind; Megan 
Campbell and HC Infynity; 
Trisha Dingle and WH 
Marengo; and Jacqueline 
Thomas and Monster Cat. 
All photos courtesy of Ken 
Maginnis. 
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SCDCTA News 

VOLUNTEERS, SPONSORS/ADVERTISERS SOUGHT 
FOR UPCOMING RECOGNIZED DRESSAGE SHOWS  
 
The first of two recognized dressage show 
weekends is fast approaching, and SCDCTA is 
actively seeking volunteers, as well as selling 
program ads and sponsorships. 
 
Volunteers are what make these shows possible, 
and there will by various jobs available, 
including runners, scribes, ring stewards, and 
people to help with set-up and break-down 
before and after the shows start. 
 
Members pursuing year-end awards can earn 
their mandatory hours by working all or part of 
any days of these shows (see article below) 
and/or by helping with pre- or post-show 
organizational activities.  In addition to earning 
hours to qualify for year-end awards, junior 
members can also earn their mandatory 
volunteer hours that qualify them to participate 
in the 2020 free junior dressage clinic. 
 

All volunteers, junior or adult, get food, fun, 
goodies, immense appreciation and the 
opportunity to spend a weekend with some great 
people and horses. For more information about 
volunteering, please contact the show 
management team at lowcountry@scdcta.com.  
 
Just as it was last year, the Lowcountry Dressage 
Classic (Feb. 22-23) will be split into two one-
day shows. The same will be true for Cinco de 
Mayo Dressage (May 2-3). All shows will be held 
at Mullet Hall Equestrian Center (Johns Island). 
The one-day format makes it easier to earn those 
qualifying scores for regionals, and riders who 
compete in all four shows will be eligible for 
special prizes awarded in May.  
 
Advertising and sponsorship opportunities are 
also available. Please contact Tierney Boyd, 
Tierney@scdcta.com, for more information.

 

SCDCTA News 

NEW QUALIFYING SCORES, VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS 
FOR ALL MEMBERS SEEKING YEAR-END AWARDS 
 
There have been some changes made to 
SCDCTA’s year-end award program starting 
with the current competition year. 
 
As announced last year, members must earn a 
median score of 57% to qualify for a year-end 
award at any level of dressage; this applies to 
both schooling and recognized shows. For 
musical freestyle awards, the minimum quali-
fying median will be 62%.  
 
Additionally, members must contribute at least 
eight volunteer hours per competition year to 
qualify for year-end awards (see form, Page 10). 
These hours can be earned at any time 
throughout the year at any SCDCTA-sponsored 
event, including SCDCTA-recognized schooling 
shows, or at any recognized dressage show.  

These are not the only volunteer opportunities 
available; volunteer hours may be earned by 
helping as demo riders or in other capacities at 
clinics and by doing behind-the-scenes work to 
support things like the newsletter and the annual 
banquet. 
 
Members who truly cannot spare time may 
designate another to volunteer in their stead.  
 
As always, riders must be SCDCTA members in 
good standing by the end of the competition year 
for scores from that year to count toward annual 
awards. Horses must also be registered. 
 
For more information about year-end awards, 
visit www.scdcta.com or contact the awards 
coordinator, Carol Freligh, at carol@scdcta.com. 
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SCDCTA News 

SAVE THE DATE: SCDCTA ANNUAL MEETING 
AND AWARDS BANQUET MOVES TO FEBRUARY 
 

 
The SCDCTA’s annual awards gala—including 
the ever-popular silent auction—will be held Feb. 
8 at the beautiful Pavilion at Stable View! Paper 
postcards and emails will go out soon. 

Registration/ticket sales will be conducted 
through Eventbrite only; however, members can 
request invoices through Eventbrite for other 
payment options. 
 
We will soon be soliciting donations for the silent 
auction held in conjunction with the awards 
ceremony. Tack and other horsey items, art, 
jewelry, self-care items like soaps and lotions, 
horse and human treats, décor, services and 
many other items are very popular. If you or your 
business would like to donate an item to be 
auctioned off, please contact Tierney Boyd 
(Tierney@scdcta.com) or any board member. 
 
Volunteer opportunities also may be available 
for those able to help with set-up or other tasks; 
contact banquet coordinator Tierney Boyd for 
more information.

 
  

mailto:Tierney@scdcta.com
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 Let’s Bake!  
 

Junior Rider Bake SALE FUNdraiser for the SCDCTA 

LOWCOUNTRY DRESSAGE Horse Show 

 

Recruiting all bakers…the junior riders will be holding a 

bake sale at the Lowcountry Show on Saturday, February 

22nd & Sunday, February 23rd 

9am – 3pm at Mullet Hall. 

**We are in need of all things delicious:  Cakes, muffins, cookies, 

brownies, cake pops, pies, squares, homemade breads, hay stacks, 
fudge, cupcakes, candy, etc.  Network with your family, friends & 

neighbors ~ those who love to bake! **  

Please text or call: 

 Suzannah Rogers – (843) 933-0089 

Ally Robinson – (803) 920-8581 

Please let them know what items you can send.  Deliveries may be made 

to the bake sale table at the show as early as Friday.   

Thank YOU for supporting the SCDCTA Juniors!!!  
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SCDCTA Junior Volunteer Form 

 

Each SCDCTA Junior member must volunteer for 8 hours at a SCDCTA, USEA, or USDF recognized show or event 
to be eligible to participate in the Annual SCDCTA Jr. Clinic. The hours do not have to be consecutive or at a single 
SCDCTA recognized show. The show manager or judge (if scribing) MUST sign this form. This form must be sent to 
the SCDCTA Junior Coordinator when all required volunteer hours for the given competition year have been 
completed. 
 
 
SCDCTA Jr. Member Name:                                                                                                                                                    .  
 
SCDCTA Number:                                          . 
 
 
Competition Name:                                                                                                                                                                  . 
 
 
Volunteer Activity:                                                                                                                  . 
 
 
Total Hours                               . 
 
 
Official Name:                                                                                                                                                                           . 
 
 
Official Signature:                                                                                                                                                                     .     
 
 
 
Competition Name:                                                                                                                                                                  . 
 
 
Volunteer Activity:                                                                                                                  .  
 
 
Total Hours:                             . 
 
 
Official Name:                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
Official Signature:                                                                                                                   .     
 

*Send form to Kathryn Butt: KLB317@gmail.com or 196 Mt. Calvary Rd., Trenton, SC 29847 
  

mailto:KLB317@gmail.com
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JANUARY 2020 
SCDCTA Schooling Shows 

8 Stable View Farm Schooling Show. Aiken, SC. 
www.stableviewfarm.com.   

9 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. 

appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 
11 Stable View Farm Schooling Show. Aiken, SC. 

www.stableviewfarm.com. 

16 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. 
appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 

18 Middleton Place Equestrian Ctr. Schooling Show. Charleston, 

SC. www.middletonplaceequestriancenter.com/. 
23 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. 

appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 

30 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. 
appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 

 
Region 3 USDF-recognized Shows 

8-12 Global Dressage Festival 1. Wellington, FL. www.gdf.coth.com. 

11-12 Dressage Under the Oaks I. Weirsdale, FL. 
www.orlandodressage.com. 

16-19 Gold Coast Opener. Wellington, FL. www.gcdafl.org. 

22-26 Global Dressage Festival 3. Wellington, FL. www.gdf.coth.com. 
25-26 Dressage in the Park. Aiken, SC. www.aikenhorsepark.org. 
25-26 Snowbird’s Paradise Sow in Orlando. Apopka, FL. 

www.orlandodressage.com.  
31-2/2 Welcome Back to White Fences. Loxahatchee, FL. 

www.whitefencesflorida.com.  

 

Area III USEA-recognized Events 
12 Stable View Aiken Opener HT. Aiken, SC. 

www.stableviewfarm.com.  
12-13 Horse Trials at Majestic Oaks. Reddick, FL. 

www.majesticoaksocala.com.   

18-20 Grand Oaks HT. Weirsdale, FL. www.grandoaksresort.com.  
25-27 Rocking Horse Winter I HT. Altoona, FL. 

www.rockinghorseeventing.com.   

26-27 Full Gallop January HT. Aiken, SC. www.fullgallopfarm.com.  
30 Stable View Aiken Winter HT. Aiken, SC. 

www.stableviewfarm.com.  

 

Clinics and Other Events 
18-19 USDF ‘L’ Program, Session B. Aiken, SC Alison Head, (540) 

729-4847 or lookingglassfarm@mac.com.  

 

FEBRUARY 2020 
SCDCTA Schooling Shows 

6-7 Apple Tree Farm Two-Phase. Windsor, SC. 
appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 

7 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. 

appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 
13 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 
20 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 

27 Apple Tree Farm Schooling Show. Windsor, SC. appletreefarm.homestead.com/ATF-SOUTH.html. 

 
Region 3 USDF-recognized Shows 

1-2 Jubilee Dressage. Newberry, FL. www.southeasthorseshows.com.   

5-9 Global Dressage Festival 5. Wellington, FL. www.gdf.coth.com.  
8-9 I Love Dressage. Aiken, SC. www.stableviewfarm.com.  
8-9 Sweetheart Cup. Apopka, FL. www.orlandodressage.com.  

14-16 Global Dressage Festival 6. Wellington, FL. www.gdf.coth.com. 
15-16 Dressage at Bruce’s Field. Aiken, SC. www.aikenhorsepark.org.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Upcoming SCDCTA 
Events 

 
Jan. 8 Stable View Farm schooling 

show, Aiken 
 
Jan. 9 Apple Tree Farm schooling 

show, Windsor. 
 
Jan. 11 Stable View Farm schooling 

show, Aiken 
 
Jan. 16 Apple Tree View Farm 

schooling show, Windsor 
 
Jan. 18-19 USDF ‘L’ Program, 

 Session B, Aiken. 
 
Jan. 18 Middleton Place Equestrian 

Center schooling show, 
Charleston 

 
Jan. 23 Apple Tree Farm schooling 

show, Windsor 
 
Jan. 25-26 Dressage in the Park, 

Aiken (part of SCDCTA’s 
Aiken Dressage Chal-
lenge series) 

 
Jan. 30 Apple Tree Farm schooling 

show, Windsor 
 
Feb. 22-23 SCDCTA Low Country 

Dressage Classic I and 
II, Johns Island. 
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